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     Unfortunately, we con-
tinue to deal with possi-
ble safety threats in our 
school system. Along 
the numerous down-
sides of social media 

is the ease with which 
these possible threats 
can be perpetrated and 
the resulting misinfor-
mation that ultimately 
goes with it. We are not 
the only school system 
dealing with it and we 
will not be the last. In 
this case, the young man 
who did it was caught. 
He is charged with a 
felony that will follow 
him forever. Even if not 
found guilty the charge 
will follow him. There 
are additional ramifica-
tions if convicted of a 

felony. He will have to 
answer questions about 
that incident to potential 
employers for years to 
come. I hope it serves 
as a cautionary tale to 
other young people who 
think getting a day off a 
school is worth it. Trust 
me, it is not.

I have received ques-
tions about our handling 
of the matter. We called 
off school at MCHS on 
the Thursday before 
Spring Break because 
we could not verify if 

the threat was real or 
not. In conjunction with 
law enforcement, and by 
that Thursday evening, 
we felt as confident as 
you can in this type of 
situation who it was and 
that there was no im-
minent threat of danger 
as outlined in the post-
ing. Of course, we are 
limited to what we can 
say because the inves-
tigation was ongoing. 
By going to school last 
Monday, that was the 
clearest statement that I 
felt we could make that 

we felt confident there 
wasn’t an ongoing threat 
toward the school. Why 
would we cancel the 
previous week for a pos-
sible threat and not can-
cel when returning from 
Spring Break if we felt 
that possible threat was 
still there? The short an-
swer is we would not. 
If we honestly felt there 
was a threat, we would 
have called off school 
at MCHS when return-
ing from Spring Break. 
I apologize to those who 
feel our communication 

was insufficient. Our ac-
tions are also communi-
cation. I will state here 
as explicitly as can be, 
we will not knowing-
ly do anything that we 
know will put a student 
in harm’s way. When 
we say that safety is our 
number one priority that 
is honestly the truth. 
You can trust me on that 
one too.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

MCEC Student Awarded
Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship

CONGRATULATIONS GAOCHIA LEE OF MCEC!
The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation awarded Gaochia Lee of Montgomery Early College as one of 
100 high school seniors chosen to receive this prestigous college scholarship. This year’s recipients 
were chosen from a pool of more than 5,300 applicants residing in all 50 states, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and American Samoa. All applicants were notified 
of their final application statuses on Thursday, April 7. Scholarship recipients receive up to $55,000 
annually for up to four years to attend the college or university of their choice, in addition to com-
prehensive advising and other program support.

PAGE STREET ELEMENTARY DUKE ENERGYSCIENCE NIGHT
Page Street Elementary hosted their Duke Energy Science Night where 
students had access to 10 STEM experiments that were facilitated by 
their staff. All the experiments and supplies were provided by Duke En-
ergy. It was open to all students and their families. They enjoyed making 
bubbles, seeing how electricity is conducted, Building flying machines, 
making pinwheels, and seeing how acids and bases react. 

PSES also had their Literacy Bingo night where students enjoyed playing 
bingo and winning books provided by the IAL grant. Parents and sib-
lings, also played along.

Gaochia Amandy Lee

CONGRATULATION JAXON CRUMP!
Montgomery County Schools hosted the 2022 
Math Olympics Competition on April 1, 2022. 
Students competed in both individual and team 
competitions. All students and teams worked 
very hard during the competition and had fun 
with math! Students were also able to partic-
ipate in team building activities with students 
from other schools. The First Place Individual 
winner is Jaxon Crump. Jaxon attends East 
Middle School.
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We are excited to 
welcome Ms. Susanna 
Kornegay as our new 

Director of Marketing 
and Strategic Com-
munication. We have 
changed the focus of 
the position away from 
Public Information Of-
ficer and now will focus 
on the marketing piece. 
With the rise of social 
media and the resulting 
misinformation, rumors, 
and sometimes down-
right lies, it is important 
that we focus on making 
sure the record is kept 

straight. We will also 
be adding a communi-
cation liaison position 
to help with our mar-
keting efforts. I do not 
like any additional ex-
pense for this, but that is 
the world that has been 
created. These social 
media “news” sites only 
seek to bring attention 
to themselves and get 
clicks. Unfortunately, 
that has a direct negative 
impact on children and 

now on our budget. The 
Board of Education rec-
ognizes the damage be-
ing done and approved 
our change in direction 
moving forward.

Ms. Kornegay cur-
rently serves as an ESL 
teacher at East Middle 
School and will begin 
her new role very soon. 
She has already start-
ed the transition. She 
has a rich background 

in marketing and video 
promotions through her 
degree and work with 
the athletic teams at 
Appalachian State Uni-
versity. She is excited 
to begin the journey of 
positively pointing out 
the great things going 
on in our school system. 
We look forward to im-
proving the way we tell 
our story. We have so 
many great things go-
ing on that it is easy to 

get bogged down in the 
day to day operations. 
We have not told our 
story well and that is my 
fault. I am positive that 
Ms. Kornegay will do 
a great job in showing 
you what many people 
already know. Mont-
gomery County Schools 
is a great place to be.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

May Staff Appreciation Winners

WELCOME TO MCS - Caroline Steed, pictured above, is a teacher at 
MCHS. My name is Caroline Steed and this is my first year teaching. I 
am not only delighted to be teaching biology and Earth Science but am 
excited to say the least! I graduated from UNCG in August with a degree 
in kinesiology.  I am from Candor, NC and as a Montgomery County 
native I graduated from East Montgomery in 2018. My time at MCS has 
been both exhilarating and an experience I have learned much from. It 
has been interesting to be able to attend high school with my two young-
er brothers David and Richard. My senior quote from high school was.   
“Whatever you are be a good one.” This quote is something I apply both 
to my work career and my students as well. I always strive to do my best 
everyday for all my students and create a relationship with them that 
allows them to seek help when needed. I want my students to learn to love  
science like I did through utilizing hands on labs and simulations.

MCHS Senior Michael Perry was recently awarded a $1000 scholar-
ship from the Sandhills Chapter of the Military Officers Association of 
America.  The Sandhills Chapter MOAA Scholarship committee chose 
Cadet Colonel Perry for the award based upon his participation and 
leadership in Air Force JROTC all four years of his high school career.  
Perry attributes the JROTC program at MCHS for, “developing my 
leadership skills and discipline and respect for others without looking for 
anything in return.  The reward is in the inspiration I get from helping 
others.”  Perry would like to thank the AFJROTC Instructor team, Maj 
McClay and MSgt Sova, who, “Help all of us from Freshman to Senior, 
in planning for the future with help and ideas on how to reach our goals.  
I highly recommend the JROTC program to any student.  There is zero 
military service requirement attached to a semester of JROTC and the 
rewards are significant.” 

Thank you to Badcock Home Furniture & more of Troy for sponsoring this month’s winners. 

CES STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Mrs. Lynn 
Reynolds, above middle, on being recognized as the Classified Staff Ap-
preciation winner from Candor Elementary. Mrs. Reynolds is bookkeeper 
for the school. Also pictured is Dr. Ellis, left, and Dr. Enoc Robledo, Prin-
cipal of Candor Elementary, right.

CES STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Mrs. Sha-
ron Thompson, above middle, on being recognized as the Certified Staff 
Appreciation winner from Candor Elementary. Mrs. Thompson is the 
Instructional Facilitator at the school. Also pictured is Dr. Ellis, right, and 
Dr. Enoc Robledo, Principal of Candor Elementary, left.

MCHS AFJROTC Color Guard was hon-
ored to present our Nation’s colors at the 
Operation North State - Top Shelf Fishing 
Festival at Badin Lake on Thursday, April 
28.  Operation North State is an all-volunteer 
organization that arranges activities to show 
support of North Carolina Wounded Warriors 
and Disabled Veterans.  The Top Shelf Fishing 
Festival coordinated private boat owners at 
Badin Lake as one-on-one fishing hosts.  The 
day was capped off with a bar-be-que dinner 
at Badin Lake Fire Department where MCHS 
AFJROTC Color Guard members presented 
the colors and Veteran participants were laud-
ed for their sacrifice and service to the United 
States, as well as their fishing success.
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 I was able to attend 
a grant celebration at 
the North Carolina De-
partment of Public In-
struction and it really 
made me realize how 
thankful I am. Most 
districts around this 
state are scrambling to 
create what we have 

here at MCHS and the 
CTE Center. I listened 
to Mount Airy City 
Schools talk about what 
they are going to do 
when they find the rest 
of the needed money 
to build their new CTE 
Center. Washington 
County talked about 
how close they are to 
replacing their aging 
facilities in a whole 
system Pre-K-12 facil-
ity because their high 
school is almost unus-
able due to air quality is-
sues. While we were in 
similar situations a few 
years ago, we should all 
rejoice that our kids now 
have better. Nothing can 

ever take that away. 
While some self-cen-
tered folks will always 
try (and do try) to tear 
down the wonderful 
things we have accom-
plished for our children, 
they will ultimately fail. 
People that really care 
about the ones who mat-
ter, the children, can see 
what our new facilities 
can and will do for pre-
paring our kids for the 
future. It is really sad 
that some of the adults 
can’t embrace this prog-
ress.
    What about the kids 
that are actually us-
ing those facilities 
you might ask? In the 

statewide Skills USA 
competition, MCHS 
students brought home 
a 2nd place in Fire-
fighting, 3rd, 4th, and 
5th place in Cabinet 
Making, 2nd and 5th 
place in Woodworking, 
and a 2nd place in En-
gineering Showcase. 
Our students competed 
with those across the 
entire state and thrived. 
These results are a tes-
tament to the capability 
and perseverance of our 
students and the quality 
of the instruction they 
get every day. For those 
who missed it, we also 
had an academic state 
champion in the math 

competition at the State 
Beta Club Convention 
a few weeks back. In 
sports, we were just 
named the winner of 
our conference’s Sports-
manship Award because 
of the high level of in-
tegrity and compassion 
shown by our many stu-
dent-athletes. The kids 
have embraced a collec-
tive future and are ab-
solutely thriving in our 
school system. While 
any hint of a possible 
negative is generally 
what some people want 
to focus on, ask those 
who are actually ben-
efitting most from the 
efforts of the past few 

years. Ask the kids who 
are proving that the best 
in the state can and does 
come out of Montgom-
ery County. Ask them. 
And don’t let anyone 
else tell you any differ-
ent. Our kids can and 
they do.
 
  
Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

MCHS Ski l ls USA 2022

WOODWORKING  (In left to right order in the picture) 5th place 
- Preston Giberti, 4th place - Miguel Jimenez, 3rd place - Levi 
Hayden-Crook

FIREFIGHTING 2nd place - Billy Hart (pictured with his Fire 
Fighting teacher, Casey Galloway)

Montgomery Central CTE students competed in the state-wide 
SkillsUSA competition in Greensboro on April 29th.  We are so 
proud of these students and their teachers. The follwing students 
participated:
FIREFIGHTING:  Teacher - Casey Galloway, Billy Hart 2nd 

place, Participated but did not place: David Steed and Ethan 
Helms
CABINETMAKING:  Teacher – Dan Kern, Levi Hayden-Crook 

3rd place, Miguel Jimenez 4th place, Preston Giberti 5th place, 
Participated but did not place: Ricky McBride
WOODWORKING SHOWCASE:  Teacher – Dan Kern, Tahja-

meen Bowden 2nd place, Preston Giberti 5th place, Participated 
but did not place: Derrick Moore
ENGINEERING SHOWCASE SKILL PROJECT (TEAM):  

Teacher – Brandon Britt, Melody DeBray and Elijah Jenkins 2nd 
place
TECHNICAL DRAFTING:  Teacher – Brandon Britt, Participat-

ed but did not place: Edgar Cano and, Govani Tolentino-Munoz
DRAFTING 1:  Teacher – Brandon Britt, Participated but did not 

place: Daniel Bernal

MT. GILEAD ELEMENTARY - MINDFULNESS
Every Tuesday and Thursday morning from 8:00 – 8:30, students 

in our Mindfulness Group meet in Mrs. Penny Tofflemeyer’s room 
to participate in mindfulness exercises.  The Mindfulness Group 
was created by Mrs. Tofflemeyer, Guidance Counselor, and is one of 
several groups she formed, based on students’ needs.   
Students in the Mindfulness group participate in meditation, yoga, 

deep breathing exercises, and many other mindfulness exercises.  
These students set goals for what they want to achieve and how 
they will achieve them.  They participate in challenges such as the 
10-Day Gratitude Challenge and the Kindness Challenge.  Stu-
dents in the group describe through art things such as, “What does 
peace look like?”  “What does calm look like?”  The students in the 
Mindfulness Group love going every Tuesday and Thursday, as it 
sets a positive tone for their day.  The goals they set for themselves 
guide them toward a successful week each week. 

CINCO DE MAYO
The World Languages Department at Montgomery Central High 

School commemorated Mexico’s victory over French forces at 
the Battle of Puebla in 1862 on the 5th of May, or Cinco de Mayo.  
Students made their own traditional papel picado or cut tissue 
paper decorations. They also made Ojos de Dios with yarn, and 
participated in a vocabulary scavenger hunt up and down the first-
floor hallway.  Spanish teachers, Adriana Persin, Elba de la Torre, 
and Tara Coggins combined their classes for the day, allowing stu-
dents to socialize with friends as they participated in the Mexican 
cultural activities. 

STAR ELEMENTARY D.A.R.E. ESSAY WINNER: DARIN
Pictured from left to right, Deputy Diggs, Darin, Sgt. Morgan




